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The Indonesian National Agency for Drug and Food Control (BPOM) recently issued the food safety
decree for two transgenic soybean and two transgenic corn events



General Information:

The Indonesian National Agency for Drug and Food Control (BPOM) recently issued the food safety
decree for transgenic soybean events. The decrees, signed April 13 by the Head of BPOM, are the final
step in the food safety review process for transgenic events. Previous steps include the approval in
February by the Indonesian Biosafety Committee for Transgenic Products, which proceeded a 60 day
public comment period that ending in November 2010.

Previously - in a decree signed February 22, 2011 - BPOM issued the food safety decrees for
two transgenic corn events. These products were approved by the Indonesian Biosafety Committee for
Transgenic Products in October, 2010 (See GAIN Report 1D1034).

The producer of these two transgenic corn events has proceeded to submit the applications for the
environmental safety assessment with the Ministry of Environment. Currently, the Biosafety
Committee for Transgenic Products’ Technical Team is processing the applications for the next round
of public comments, specific to environmental safety. Once the producer receives a decree approval
from the Ministry of Environment, the transgenic corn seed must fulfill the Plant Variety requirement
(Minister of Agriculture’s decree No. 37/2006) by undergoing field trials in 16 locations throughout
Indonesia that must be conducted for two crop cycles.

Provided that the field trials are successful, the events may then be fully commercialized in Indonesia,
with the seeds being licensed by the National Seed Agency, an agency within the Ministry of
Agriculture. This could happen as early as the second half of 2012.

The Indonesia Biosafety Committee for Transgenic Products became fully functional again in July,
2010 following the appointment of a new Chairman. This reflects the apparent desire of the
Government of Indonesia to become more aggressive on approving biotechnology as part of its broader
policy on Food Security and also on agricultural adaptation to Climate Change. As the approval process
continues to evolve, it is expected the food safety and environmental safety assessments will become
more routine.

At present, the Indonesia Biosafety Committee for Transgenic Products is reviewing the food safety
assessment of two more transgenic corn events, as well as the environmental safety assessment of
drought tolerance transgenic sugar cane events. Public comment periods for all of these events ended in
March 2011.






